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July 22, 2010
Dear Sir or Madam:
On behalf of The Family Resource Center and the Building Financial Futures Coalition we would like to invite your financial institution to join the New Hampshire Savings Challenge by participating in the 2010 Roll Your Change Week campaign. This campaign was piloted by the Family Resource Center at Gorham in the North Country region for the last 3 years and, in 2009, was expanded to the Concord-Franklin Asset Building Coalition. The public response and engagement during this week-long event has been amazing with more than $117,000 in change deposited into savings accounts so far.  
The campaign not only increases savings deposits but also offers banks and credit unions an excellent opportunity for positive media exposure and increased social capital.  It is an opportunity for you to show your community that you care about their financial well being.  Our financial partners indicate that the program has created significant goodwill and many people return each year to build on their accounts.  We take care of the majority of marketing, asking only that you display posters and distribute envelope stuffers 3 to 4 weeks prior to the event.    
These days, it can be difficult for many people to save dollars, but saving loose change can be much less challenging and is perceived as an achievable goal.  An event such as Roll Your Change Week brings the idea of saving mainstream, getting people talking about saving and setting goals.  Perhaps the most important lesson of the campaign, however, is that saving money can be FUN!  

This grassroots effort encourages savings and wealth building that correlates with the message that the Family Resource Center and the Building Financial Futures Coalition conveys via workshops and outreach efforts - that we should save and that we can start by saving our loose change.  Through Roll Your Change Week, residents are encouraged to save their change over time and to make their coin deposits (wrapped or loose depending upon your guidelines) during this one time of the year. This will make it more convenient for your financial institution to accept change and generate new deposits. National research estimates that more than $10.5 BILLION in loose change is just sitting around in American homes!

This year, our North Country campaign will be bigger than ever, covering as far north as Columbia and as far south as Plymouth.  We have outlined the program and costs of participation on the attached guide.  We hope you will join us in this important savings awareness initiative.  The ultimate goal is to make this an annual event that encourages savings and streamlines the depositing of change for both customers/members and financial institutions.

Thank you for supporting this initiative.  Please contact Judy Woodward at 466-5190, ext 320 to confirm your participation or for more information.  
Sincerely,
Judy K. Woodward

Judy K. Woodward

Financial Literacy Program Coordinator

Family Resource Center at Gorham

NH SAVER’S CHALLENGE

Roll Your Change Week 2010
· The 2010 Roll Your Change Week will be a state-wide savings awareness event managed on a local basis by Asset Building Coalitions throughout the state.
· The Family Resource Center coverage area will reach as far south as Plymouth.

· The 2010 event will be held October 16th -23rd, Saturday to Saturday.
· We will place numerous press releases in your local newspapers to promote the event and will market through school systems as well.  We will also make posters available for your use.
· Incentives to customers for depositing change include a $100 Series EE savings bond drawings at each branch location (provided by each branch) and grand prize drawings of $1,000 Series EE Savings Bonds (purchased with funds from cost shares of participating financial institutions - $75.00 per participating branch)
· We will involve schools to distribute wrappers and instructions to encourage youth to participate in the event and provide procedural guidance on Rock and “Roll” events during which youth roll change for the public as a community service and learn about money at the same time.

Participation by your financial institution means the following:

1) You will accept wrapped or unwrapped coins, depending upon your rules, during the week of October 16th - 23rd at identified participating branches. 
2) You will make coin wrappers and Roll Your Change Week instruction flyers and envelope stuffers available at participating branches for distribution 3 weeks prior. We will provide electronic copies of marketing materials for your use.
3) We will provide you with an electronic copy of the entry form and request that you print them and have tellers keep them behind the teller line.  When a change deposit is made, the teller gives the customer the entry form, fills in the amount of the deposit and initials the form for verification.  The entries are kept in the cash drawer.  
4) At the end of the event, each branch will hold a drawing of participants at that location a $100 Series EE savings bond. Each branch covers the cost and the purchase of this bond and only the customers of your branch are in this drawing.  If you take a photo of the winner, we will be happy to send it to local papers on your behalf.
5) The entries are then sent by courier to the Family Resource Center at Gorham for the grand prize drawing of the $1,000 Savings Bonds to take place the following week. 
6) Each Financial Institution will pay a cost share of $75 per participating branch to The Family Resource Center at Gorham for the cost of the grand prize $1,000 Savings Bonds and the Family Resource Center will use these funds to purchase the grand prize bonds.
7) We request that payment of the $75 per branch cost share be mailed to The Family Resource Center, 123 Main Street, Gorham, NH 03581 by August 25, 2010.
8) We ask that you use this effort to expand your customer base and increase account balances by promoting this effort as you see fit.
9) You may be asked by the Asset Coalition in your area to participate at an event. This might involve exhibiting or simply speaking about ways to save money.  Your ideas are welcomed.
CONFIRMATION OF PARTICPATION IN

2010 ROLL YOUR CHANGE WEEK CAMPAIGN

______________________________________________ will be participating in the

2010 Roll Your Change Week, working with

Asset Building Coalition or sponsoring agency: 
                      The Family Resource Center at Gorham and
 the Building Financial Futures Coalition,123 Main Street, Gorham, NH 03581.   Contact Person:  Judy Woodward                  Phone 466-5190  ext 320.
Please see enclosed $75 per branch share of grand prize costs for the following branch(es): 
Total payment $____________
Branch name/location

Contact person
   Phone

Email
#1
#2

#3

#4

#5

#6

#7
Please mail payment to the above address prior to August 25, 2010.  This payment will help us to provide the large savings bonds as grand prizes.  Each branch is responsible for providing the $100 Series EE savings bond for the branch drawings.
The Family Resource Center at Gorham


123 Main Street – Gorham, NH 03581


Phone: 603-466-9014 – Fax: 603-466-9022


www.frcberlin-gorham.org











